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Dear Members,

There are a number of activities happening in the WICEN NSW space and we’d like to share those
with  you.  This  will  be  the first  of  regular  news updates  that  are proposed to  communicate with
members.

WICEN Container Storage at Dural
WICEN, with very generous support from ARNSW, is moving forward with the installation of a second
storage container  with  a  concrete slab  between the  current  container  and the  proposed second
container.  This space will also provide some parking for our trailers. This project would not have
proceeded without the assistance of ARNSW, not only with their approval to share facilities on the
site, but their financial assistance with the site works.

Excavation works being undertaken

The new container will assist ARNSW in the interim for storage of some of their equipment from the
green Centenary shed, whilst it  undergoes a major renovation.  It  will  then accommodate further
storage, a small work bench area and a secure cupboard for WICEN administrative records.

Commissioning of VRA P25 Digital Repeater
VRA Rescue NSW has, with help from WICEN NSW, commenced the installation of a P25 repeater 
at the Chatswood Vodafone site. Hornsby and District Amateur Radio Club (HADARC) has endorsed 
the installation. The repeater will operate on a licensed UHF commercial frequency. The site will 
provide communications between VRA crews if ever they are passing through or deployed to assist in
the Sydney metropolitan area. More importantly the repeater will be available to WICEN for training 
and event use. Thanks to Nic McLean for the install and Steve Diekman (VRA ICT member) for 
securing funding from VRA for the site.



Appointment of Membership Officer
WICEN NSW is pleased to announce that the Executive has taken up an offer from Sharon Bolstad
to be our Membership Officer. It was always the intent of the State Committee that this should be a
dedicated role. The Secretary has performed all membership duties for over 12 years and now with
all the checks and balances required by VRA and NSW Government, it has become a full time job.
We welcome Sharon into the role

VRA Service Medals
Many members with over 10 years of service to WICEN NSW and VRA Rescue
NSW have been issued medals and certificates, in recognition of service. This
process was originally undertaken yearly by the VRA to identify recipients with
10 years or more service within the organisation. Identifying eligible members is
now the responsibility  of  each VRA Squad.  Service dates submitted by the
individual  Squad  are  crossed  checked  on  SAP  by  VRA Corporate.  We  are
starting to see some discrepancies with commencement dates. This is being
overcome  by  the  individual  member  completing  a  Statutory  Declaration  to
confirm his or her actual Squad start date. 

Currently  there  are  a  number  of  Service  Medal  nominations that  have been
submitted by our Membership Officer to the VRA.

National Emergency Medals
Following the  2019/2020 Bushfire  Emergency,  the  Australian  Federal  Government  approved  the
issue of a National  Emergency Medal  to all  Agency Volunteers who assisted in the Emergency.
There are set rules around the eligibility for the medal, in terms of the number of days that were
volunteered. The VRA Commissioner, as the overall Operations Manager for this deployment, has
determined from VRA records,  VRA Members  who are  eligible.  We are  pleased to  say that  21
WICEN Members  will  be  receiving  this  medal.  As  you  may  know other  Agencies  have  already
presented these medals to their members. Unfortunately, there have been delays in lining up both the
Minister for Emergency Services and the Commissioner to make the presentation. As soon as more
information comes to hand, VRA will notify each recipient.

National Service Medals
We were advised several months ago by the VRA Commissioner, that WICEN members with 15
years or more service were to be recommended for this medal. We’ve identified approximately 12
members who are financial and qualify. We are hopeful of these applications making the cut off time.
There  is  a  Nominee  Declaration  required  by  each  eligible  member.  The  Membership  Officer  or
President will be contacting each of you.

WICEN NSW Strategic Plan
Where WICEN NSW sits now in the Emergency Service space and our future direction has been the
topic of much discussion within the Committee. A considerable amount of effort has already been
directed to finalising a strategic plan to present to members. A big thankyou to the Committee for the
many meeting hours dedicated to this, and a special mention to Simon Brown who has applied his
professional knowledge in this area to come up with a draft plan.  We hope to share more information
on this shortly.

Memory Walks and Equipment Management
Memory walks and the provision of WICEN radio communications has been a regular annual event
for many of us. We have provided such good service, that the organisers, Dementia Australia, asked
if we could arrange WICEN communications Australia wide. This has been in place for a few years
now. This would not have been possible without dedicated help from Compton Allen. Whilst Compton



has served time on the Committee and has been a past President, he still finds time to return to
WICEN and assist with the Memory Walks and management of our equipment.

Coming Events
This year’s AGM will  be held on Saturday 3rd September at 2pm at Rural Fire Service, Northern
Beaches Fire Control Centre,  Thompson Drive, Terry Hills.

A 50km fund raising Trek is being run by Camp Quality from Bobbin Head to Balgowlah Heights on
the weekend of 17th-18th September.  WICEN NSW will be supporting this event with communications.
If you are interested in participating please email simon.brown@vrarescue.org.

The Hawkesbury Canoe Classic is being held on the weekend of 29 th-30th October after a 3 year
break.  Competitors paddle the Hawkesbury River from Windsor to Mooney Mooney, a distance of
111km. Please email mark.cheeseman@vrarescue.org if you would like to help out.

Repeater antenna and mast Check out the “wind socks” at the top 
on Mystery Mnt for the GWTM of the HF antenna for Navshield

Finally, we’d like to remind all members that Committee Meeting Minutes can be viewed in the 
Members area of the WICEN website. If you can’t access the site please email the Secretary  - 
wicen.secretary @vrarescue org to reset your password.
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